The bacteriology of children prior to 1st stage autologous ear reconstruction.
In virtually all surgical specialities the use of peri-operative antibiotic prophylaxis to minimise wound site infection is routine practice. Antibiotic selection is targeted towards the pathogens most commonly encountered at the surgical site. The surgical management of microtia is by autologous rib cartilage reconstruction, a process that involves at least two surgical stages. The pits and recesses of the microtia ear are difficult to clean and may shelter unusual pathogens not routinely found as skin commensals, requiring modified prophylaxis. This retrospective review of 37 patients undergoing 1st stage ear reconstruction, examines the pre-operative ear site, nose and throat swabs to determine the common pre-operative bacteria encountered in children prior to ear reconstruction, to aid in appropriate antibiotic selection.